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Exzellenz verbindet – 
be part of a worldwide network 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
At this point the presenter should declare and explain his/her relationship to the Foundation. If the presenter is not a member of staff, he or she should make clear why the Foundation’s work is so important to him/her that he/she is presenting the work of the Foundation. At the same time, it should be made clear at this point that, not being a member of staff, the presenter cannot answer every question in detail. He/she cannot definitively confirm whether someone is really suitable for a specific sponsorship programme. Nor can he/she agree to award funding. It is important to point out that the listeners can find all the details on the homepage and are welcome to get in touch with the Foundation at any time. The contact details are given at the end of the presentation.



Mission 
 

The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 

grants  

Research Fellowships and Research Awards  

to highly qualified scientists and scholars 

from all countries and all disciplines 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The Alexander von Humboldt Professorship, which is financed by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research through the International Research Fund for Germany, enables award winners to carry out long-term, ground-breaking research at universities and research institutions in Germany. One objective of the programme is to tap academic expertise from abroad for research in Germany on a permanent basis; another is to support universities in redefining research focus areas.The award amount, totalling 5 million EUR for academics in experimental disciplines and 3.5 million EUR for researchers in theoretical disciplines, is made available for a period of five years. It covers the financial outlay for research work and an administrative lump sum for the receiving institution. The award sum also includes personal salary which may not exceed 180,000 EUR per year.Nominations must be submitted to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation via the rectors or presidents of the respective university and, where relevant, the academic directors or boards of non-university research institutions. Direct applications are not accepted. Nominations may be submitted during ongoing appointment procedures.Apart from the nominee’s qualifications, the way he or she is supposed to be integrated into research and development planning at the nominating institution plays a crucial role in the selection procedure. The nominating institution must describe how it is going to ensure that the nominee’s future academic work will contribute to developing or establishing research focus areas in his/her discipline at the receiving institution. Furthermore, nominators must explain their concept for ensuring the nominee's long-term affiliation to the institution, even after the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation sponsorship has come to an end (this will usually entail a professorial appointment).The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation particularly welcomes nominations on behalf of qualified female academics. 



Key sponsorship programmes at a glance 

Academics from abroad Academics from Germany 

Postdoctoral researchers 
(up to 4 years after completion of 
doctorate) 

● Humboldt Research Fellowship 
● Georg Forster Research 

Fellowship  

● Feodor Lynen Research 
Fellowship 

Junior research group leaders 
(up to 6 years after completion of 
doctorate) 

● Sofja Kovalevskaja Award 

Experienced researchers 
(up to 12 years after  completion 
of doctorate) 

● Humboldt Research Fellowship 

● Georg Forster Research 
Fellowship 

● Feodor Lynen Research 
Fellowship 

 

(up to 18 years after completion 
of doctorate) 

● Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel 
Research Award 

 

Internationally renowned 
academics 

● Humboldt Research Award 

● Georg Forster Research Award 

● Anneliese Maier Research Award 

● Max Planck Research Award 

● Alexander von Humboldt 
Professorship 

 

 

● Max Planck Research Award 

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation sponsors: academics at different career stages, usually after completion of a doctorate  academics from abroad who wish to conduct research in Germany academics from Germany who wish to conduct research abroad



Research fellowships for research stays in Germany 
Humboldt Research Fellowship 
● worldwide, all disciplines, no quotas                 

Georg Forster Fellowship 
• for developing countries, all disciplines with relevance to development, no 

quotas 

 
 
 

Postdoctoral researchers experienced researchers 

Duration of 
sponsorship 
 
Application 
period 
 
Fellowship 
amount 

● 6 to 24 months 
 
 

● applications at any time, 
doctorates completed less 
than 4 years ago 

● 2,650 EUR per month 
(plus additional benefits) 

●    

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Humboldt and Georg Forster Research Fellowships for postdoctoral researchers are the programmes with which the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation enables highly-qualified scientists and scholars from abroad, who are just embarking on their academic careers and who completed their doctorates less than four years ago, to spend extended periods working on research (6-24 months) in Germany. Humboldt and Georg Forster Research Fellowships for experienced researchers target highly-qualified scientists and scholars from abroad, who completed their doctorates less than twelve years ago, enabling them to spend extended periods working on research (6-18 months; may be divided up into a maximum of three blocks) in Germany.



Benefits provided 

● fellowship 

● travel lump sum 

● language courses 

● FAMILY BENEFITS 

● European research fellowship 

● allowance for research costs for the host institute* 

● intensive and individual mentoring in Germany and abroad by 
personal contacts at the Foundation  

● study tour*, network meeting, annual meeting 

● return fellowships for specific regions 

● alumni sponsorship 
 

www.humboldt-foundation.de 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s research fellowships comprise comprehensive sponsorship benefits. During the entire stay in Germany fellows receive a fellowship which allows them a standard of living comparable to that of academics at the same career stage in Germany. The fellowship for postdoctoral researchers is set at 2,250 EUR per month; for experienced researchers it is 2,450 EUR per month. The fellowship amount takes special account of the fellow’s individual situation (e.g. through additional family allowances). The host institute is granted an allowance for research costs, which amounts to 800 EUR for research fellows in the natural sciences and engineering and 500 EUR for humanities scholars. Within the Feodor Lynen Fellowship Programme the provision comprises a basic monthly sum and a monthly foreign allowance which may differ according to location and marital status. An unmarried, 33-year old fellow in the United States, for example, receives approx. 2,700 EUR per month; in the United Kingdom approx. 2,380 EUR; in Poland approx. 2,340 EUR and in China approx. 2,850 EUR. Marital and child allowances may be paid in addition. The applicant can use the fellowship calculator (www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/pub_stipcalc.main) in order to calculate the approximate fellowship amount if the application is successful. The binding fellowship amount is only calculated by the Foundation once a positive decision has been made and may differ from the amount calculated here. Fellows also receive a single lump sum to cover return travel expenses to Germany. The Foundation finances language courses for foreign academics coming to Germany on a research stay and for their marital partners.



Research awards 

Sofja Kovalevskaja Award 
• for top level junior academics from abroad  

until up to 6 years after their Ph.D. 

• up to 1.65 million EUR for a period of 5 years  
to establish their own junior research group in Germany 

• joint application by the applicant and the host institution 

► Next call: spring 2017  
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Every two years, the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation recognises the outstanding academic achievements of particularly promising junior researchers from abroad by granting the Sofja Kovalevskaja Award. This award is funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research. Virtually unaffected by administrative constraints, award winners should be able to concentrate on the high level, innovative research of their own choice in Germany, thereby strengthening the internationalisation of research in Germany. The award should provide the award winner with funding for their own working group at the German university or non-university research institution of their choice, as well as covering their living expenses. The award winners each receive a total of 1.65 million EUR for research of their own choice. Researchers from abroad can apply for the awards if they completed their doctorate with distinction no more than 6 years ago and have published their results in internationally recognised journals or publications.Foreign scientists and scholars who are already in Germany can only apply if they have been working in Germany for less than two years at the time of application. German scientists and scholars can apply if they have been working abroad for at least five years at the time of application. The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation particularly welcomes applications from qualified, female junior researchers. 



• Renewed research stays in Germany or abroad 
• Participation in international conferences in Germany 
• Book donations; equipment subsidies 
• Regional and specialist conferences (Humboldt-Kollegs) 
• Research stays for German academics (Feodor-Lynen 

Prog.) 
• Guest Stays for German academics Humboldtian’s Inst. 
• Research Linkage Programme 
• Humboldt Alumni Associations 
 
 

An association for a lifetime – 
Alumni Programs 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
“Once an Humboldtian, always an Humboldtian” – this was the hallmark of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation from the word go. It believes in sustainable sponsorship: through the alumni sponsorship programmes it becomes a partner in an association lasting an entire lifetime. And this is the way in which an active network of knowledge, embracing approx. 23,000 Humboldtians, has spread across the entire academic world – to more than 130 states. The alumni sponsorship measures are flexible and support Humboldtians’ individual paths in life and development. Furthermore, the Foundation encourages its alumni to devise their own initiatives and cooperation on a cross-discipline, cross-border basis.Amongst other things, networking sponsorship caters for further research visits to Germany. This gives fellows a chance to revitalise relationships to specialist colleagues and their institutes or make contacts with new partners, continue joint projects already underway, or build up new collaboration.Humboldtians may continue working together with their academic hosts and specialist colleagues in Germany even after they have returned to their academic homes. To this end, German academics pay short visits to the Humboldtians’ own institutes.Institutional Academic Cooperation allows Humboldtians to apply for sponsorship in order to cooperate over a period of three years with a researcher working at a German institute and additional cooperation partners in other countries.



The Humboldt Network –  
more than 27,000 Humboldtians worldwide 

as of: February 2016 

www.humboldt-foundation.de 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
27.651 aktive Humboldtianer weltweitKarte zeigt alle ausländischen und deutschen Stipendiaten und Preisträger nach aktuellen Aufenthaltsländern.
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